
GT-200405
R. 03/10The Florida Department of Revenue

Registration Package for Secondhand Dealers  
or Secondary Metals Recyclers

The number GT-200405 is the item number we assigned to the form package for Secondhand 
Dealers or Secondary Metals Recyclers.  For your convenience, we combined the forms into one 
package.  The downloadable package contains the seven items outlined below. 

Please note - the forms we post for download do not contain FBI fingerprint cards.  Consequently, 
if you download the form package (GT-200405) on our Internet site, you will still need to order item 
number GT-200406 which is the package of fingerprint cards.  The FBI requires original FBI cards to 
be used for background checks they provide.  Consequently, the original cards must be mailed to you 
and they cannot be downloaded or copied.  

This pdf file contains the following documents:

	 1)	 GT-200401 – This document provides General Information about registering for 
Secondhand Dealers and/or Secondary Metals Recyclers.

	 2)	 DR-1S – This is the actual Registration Application for Secondhand Dealers and/or 
Secondary Metals Recyclers.

	 3)	 GT-200403 – This document provides the instructions for filling out fingerprint cards.  The 
fingerprint cards themselves cannot be printed from the Internet.

	 4)	 A sample Florida Department of Law Enforcement(FDLE) Secondhand Dealer’s Property 
Form.  

	 5)	 A Sample FDLE Form for Secondary Metals Recycler Purchase Transactions.

	 6)	 A publication providing general information for Secondhand Dealers and Secondary Metals 
Recyclers for collecting and reporting sales and use tax.

	 7)	 Tax Information Publication TIP 09A01-06 on Law Changes for Mail-in Secondhand 
Precious Metals Dealers and other Chapter 538, Florida Statutes, Changes in Law.

You can use these downloadable forms to begin your registration process.  However, you will need 
to order the FBI fingerprint cards separately under our product number GT-200406.  The fingerprint 
cards cannot be copied or downloaded.  The FBI provides the original fingerprint cards directly to the 
Department and will only accept the original cards for processing. 



Registration Information for Secondhand Dealers and/or
Secondary Metals Recyclers

GT-200401
R. 07/09

Dear Applicant:

You recently contacted the Department of Revenue to order a Registration Application for Secondhand Dealers and/or 
Secondary Metals Recyclers (DR-1S).  Before we can process your application, you must send in the following:

1.	 A completed Registration Application for Secondhand Dealers and/or Secondary Metals Recyclers (DR-1S) for 
each of your business locations.

2.	 One FBI fingerprint card (provided by the Department of Revenue) for each corporate officer, owner, partner, 
stockholder, and/or director with a controlling interest.  See Secondhand Dealers and/or Secondary Metals 
Recyclers Fingerprint Card Instructions (GT-200403).

3.	 One full-face photo (for example, a photocopy of a current state-issued driver’s license or any government-issued 
photographic identification card) for each corporate officer, owner, partner, stockholder, and/or director with a 
controlling interest.

4.	 A check payable to the Florida Department of Revenue that includes payment for:

a.	 The $6.00 registration fee.  For example, if you are registering three business locations, you must pay for three 
registrations (3 X $6.00 = $ 18.00).

b.	 A $54.25 fee for each fingerprint card completed by each corporate officer, owner, partner, stockholder, and/
or director with a controlling interest.  [Note:  The charge for background investigations is set by federal laws 
and section 943.053 Florida Statutes.  The fees offset the cost of producing the record information (including 
creating, storing, maintaining, updating, and retrieving criminal history information).  Background investigation 
processing fees may be revised by federal and state law.]

When we receive the required materials listed above, we will send you a temporary certificate of registration that 
authorizes you to conduct business as a secondhand dealer, a mail-in secondhand dealer, or a secondary metals 
recycler.  We will send your official certificate of registration (Form DR-11S) when all background investigations are 
complete.  If you don’t send all the required forms, fingerprint cards, and fees, we will not be able to process your 
application.

Included in this mailing are:

•	 A Registration Application for Secondhand Dealers and/or Secondary Metals Recyclers (DR-1S).

•	 Three FBI fingerprint cards (GT-200406). You can order additional cards from our Internet site at 
www.myflorida.com/dor.

•	 Secondhand Dealers and/or Secondary Metals Recyclers Fingerprint Card Instructions (GT-200403).

•	 A sample Secondhand Dealer’s Property Form (GT-200404); this Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
(FDLE)-approved form is provided as a courtesy.  Contact a property investigator in your local police or sheriff’s 
department to obtain the correct form for your area. A PDF file of this form is posted on our Internet site.

•	 A sample Florida Secondary Metals Recycler Purchase Transaction Form (GT-200407); this FDLE-approved form is 
provided as a courtesy.  A PDF file of this form is posted on our Internet site. 

•	 A Secondhand Dealers and/or Secondary Metals Recyclers (GT-800036) brochure.

•	 A Tax Information Publication, TIP #09A01-06.

Please send all completed documents and payment to:
Account Management – Secondhand Dealer Unit
Florida Department of Revenue
P.O. Box 6480
Tallahassee, FL 32314-6480

If you have questions, please call 850-488-4772. Persons with hearing or speech impairments may call our TDD at 
800-367-8331 or 850-922-1115.



Registration Application for Secondhand Dealers
and/or Secondary Metals Recyclers

DR-1S
R. 07/09

Rule 12A-17.005
Florida Administrative Code

Effective 01/10

Instructions for Completing Form DR-1S

Background Investigation Requirements
Every applicant seeking registration as a secondhand dealer, mail-in 
secondhand dealer, or secondary metals recycler is required to 
undergo a background investigation.  This includes corporations, sole 
proprietorships, partnerships, joint ventures, and any other type of 
business entity.

Each owner, officer, and partner must provide a completed fingerprint 
card and a full-face photograph with this application.  Each director 
with the ability to control the business and stockholder with a 
controlling interest must also provide a completed fingerprint card 
and a full-face photograph with this application.

A director with no ability to control the company may submit a 
letter signed by an active principal corporate officer (president, 
vice-president, secretary, or treasurer) attesting that the director in 
question is not required to submit to a background investigation 
because he or she is not an owner of any interest, financial or 
otherwise.

Employees of secondhand dealers, mail-in secondhand dealers, and/
or secondary metals recyclers with no controlling interest, financial or 
otherwise, do not have to undergo background investigations.  Do not 
submit fees or paperwork to the Department for employees.

Every applicant must use an FBI fingerprint card (provided by the 
Department) and have it completed by a local law enforcement 
official.  If you did not receive a fingerprint card or need additional 
cards, you can order them from the Department’s Internet site.  Go 
to www.myflorida.com/dor to order additional FBI fingerprint cards 
(GT-200406).

Background Investigation Fees:  A background investigation fee 
must be paid for each owner, officer, partner, or stockholder or 
director with a controlling interest.  For fee amounts, refer to the 
cover letter included in the GT-200405 registration package or call the 
Department.  The background investigation fee may be included with 
your payment for the registration fee.  Make your check payable to 
the Florida Department of Revenue.

Mail the application, fingerprint cards, full-face photographs, and 
fees to:

Account Management - Secondhand Dealer Unit
Florida Department of Revenue
PO Box 6480
Tallahassee FL 32314-6480

A secondhand dealer, mail-in secondhand dealer, or secondary 
metals recycler must comply with the following before engaging in 
business in Florida:
•	 Register with the Department of Revenue by completing a 

Registration Application (DR-1S) for each business location in 
Florida and paying application fees.

•	 New applicants must send background investigation paperwork 
and processing fees for each business owner, officer, and 
partner, including directors with a controlling interest in the 
company.

•	 Secondhand dealers must register each location where they will 
purchase, consign, or trade secondhand goods.

Go to www.myflorida.com/dor to order a registration package 
(GT-200405).  Registration packages are typically delivered within 
seven to ten business days.

You must complete a separate Registration Application (DR-1S) for 
each business location.  Failure to submit all required forms will delay 
processing of your application.

Note:  A business that engages in “pawnbroker” activities or title 
loan transactions does not need to register as a secondhand dealer 
with the Department of Revenue.  Pawnbrokers should register with 
the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and 
title loan companies should register with the Florida Department of 
Banking and Finance.

Registration Fees:  The registration fee is $6.00 for each location. 
For example, if you are registering three business locations, you must 
include fees for three registrations (3 x $6.00 = $18.00).

For Information and Forms

Get the Latest Tax Information
Sign up to get e-mail notices automatically when we post:

•	 Tax Information Publications (TIPs).
•	 Facts on Tax, a quarterly publication.
•	 Proposed rules, notices of rule development workshops, 

and more.

Sign up at: www.myflorida.com/dor

Information and forms are available on our Internet site at:

www.myflorida.com/dor

To speak with a Department of Revenue representative, 
call Taxpayer Services, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m., ET, at 800-352-3671.

Persons with hearing or speech impairments may call our 
TDD at 800-367-8331 or 850-922-1115.

For a written reply to tax questions, write:
Taxpayer Services
Florida Department of Revenue
5050 W Tennessee St Bldg L
Tallahassee FL 32399-0112



DR-1S
R. 07/09
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1.	 This application is for a:
	 	 Secondhand Dealer

	 	 Mail-in Secondhand Dealer

	 	 Secondary Metals Recycler

2.	 This application is for a (check one):

a.	 	 New business	 	 Additional location

b.		  List current secondhand dealer registration number

		    
–
           

–
 

7.	 Is your business registered to collect sales and use tax?   Yes    No

	 If yes, enter your sales and use tax certificate number:    
–
           

–
 

8. 	 Social security numbers (SSNs) are used by the Florida Department of Revenue as unique identifiers for the administration of 
Florida’s taxes.  SSNs obtained for tax administration purposes are confidential under sections 213.053 and 119.071, Florida 
Statutes, and not subject to disclosure as public records.  Collection of your SSN is authorized under state and federal law.  Visit 
our Internet site at www.myflorida.com/dor and select “Privacy Notice” for more information regarding the state and federal law 
governing the collection, use, or release of SSNs, including authorized exceptions.

	 a.	 Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN):	   
–
       

	 b.	 Social Security Number (SSN) of owner:	    
–
   

–
    

6.	 Contact name (business owner or designee):

3.	 Legal name of corporation, individual owner, limited liability company, partnership, or other:

4.	 Trade or fictitious name (d/b/a) (if different than #3 above):

5.  	Complete physical address of business.  Home‑based businesses and non-permanent flea market/craft show vendors 
must use your home address.  Listing a post office box, private mailbox, or rural route number is not permitted.

Owner telephone number:

(         )
Business telephone number:

(         )

City/State/ZIP: County:

  	 Mailing address (if different than physical address): 

City/State/ZIP:

Fax number:

(         )

E-mail address:

(If you are required to have an 
FEIN but have not yet been 
assigned one, you may call the 
Internal Revenue Service at 
800-829-4933 to request one.)

or

Contact telephone number:

(         )

FOR DOR USE ONLY

	 Approved	 	 Denied	 By: (User ID)	     	 Date	        
	 month	 day	 year

Business Partner No.	       

Contract Object (LO)	        

Street:

Street:

Registration Application for Secondhand Dealers
and/or Secondary Metals Recyclers
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10.	 If the business is a partnership, corporation, or limited liability company, provide your fiscal year 
	 ending date:     

		  month	 day

11a.	 If the business is incorporated, chartered or otherwise registered to do business in Florida, 
provide your document/registration number from the Florida Secretary of State:

	 ________________________________________________________________________

Provide the date of incorporation, charter, or authorization to do business in Florida:

         
	 month	 day	 year

Note:
If you are not incorporated, 
chartered or registered to do 
business in Florida, you may 
be required to do so. For more 
information, go to the Florida 
Department of State’s Internet 
site at www.sunbiz.org or call 
850-488-9000.

11b.	 If the business is incorporated in another state, provide the name of the state: _ ___________________________________________

12.	 If the business is a corporation, provide the resident agent’s contact information: 

		  Resident agent’s name: __________________________________________________________________________________________

		  Resident agent’s street address: __________________________________________________________________________________

		  Resident agent’s City/State/ZIP: _ _________________________________________________________________________________

		  Resident agent’s telephone number (include area code) ______________________________________________________________

13.	 Personnel/Partner Information:  Provide the full name, title, FEIN or SSN (if an FEIN is not required for your business entity, the 
SSN of the owner is required), and address and telephone number of each corporate officer, owner, general partner, stockholder 
and/or director with a controlling interest.  Make copies of this page if additional space is needed.

Name
SSN or FEIN

Street address
City/State/ZIP or 
Foreign Country/Postal Code

Telephone number
Title

( _ _ _ ) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _

( _ _ _ ) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _

( _ _ _ ) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _

( _ _ _ ) _ _ _ - _ _ _ _

9.	 Type of ownership and legal organization (check one):

	 Sole proprietorship - An unincorporated business that is 
owned by one individual.

	 Partnership - The relationship existing between two or more 
entities or individuals who join to carry on a trade or business.  
This includes a business jointly owned/operated by a husband 
and wife.

	 Check one: 	  General partnership

		   Limited partnership

		   Joint venture

		   Married couple

	 Corporation - A person or group of people who 
incorporate by receiving a charter from their state’s 
Secretary of State (includes professional service 
corporations).

	 Check one: 	  C-corporation

		   S-corporation 

		   Not-for-profit corporation

	 Limited liability company - Two or more entities (or 
individuals) who file articles of organization with their 
state’s Secretary of State.

	 Check one: 	  Single-member LLC

		   Multi-member LLC

 	 Check here if you elected to be treated as a 
corporation for federal income tax purposes. 
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All applicants must answer Questions 1 through 6.

1.	 Are you a secondhand dealer as defined in Chapter 538, 
Part I, F.S.?

		 A secondhand dealer engages in the business of 
purchasing, consigning, or trading secondhand goods from 
a fixed location. ............................................ ■ Yes 	 ■ No

2.	 Are you a secondary metals recycler as defined in Chapter 
538, Part II, F.S.?

		 A secondary metals recycler is engaged from a fixed 
location or otherwise, in the business of gathering or 
obtaining ferrous or nonferrous metals that have served their 
original economic purpose or has facilities for performing 
the manufacturing process by which ferrous metals or 
nonferrous metals are converted into raw material products 
consisting of prepared grades and having an existing or 
potential economic value, other than by the exclusive use 
of hand tools, by methods including, without limitation, 
processing, sorting, cutting, classifying, cleaning, bailing, 
wrapping, shredding, shearing, or changing the physical 
form or chemical content thereof. ................ ■ Yes 	 ■ No

3.	 Are you a mail-in secondhand dealer as defined in 
Chapter 538, Part III, F.S.?

		 A mail-in secondhand dealer conducts business within 
Florida and contracts with other persons or entities to buy 
precious metals (items that contain gold, silver or platinum, 
or any combination thereof) or jewelry through an Internet 
website, the United States mail, or telemarketing.  A mail-in 
secondhand dealer is not open to the public for walk-in 
business. ...................................................... ■ Yes 	 ■ No

4.	 Do you agree to comply with the record keeping, holding 
period, and inspection requirements of Chapter 538, Parts I, 
II, and/or III, F.S.?.......................................... ■ Yes 	 ■ No

5.	 Has your business paid or do you agree to pay all the sales 
and use tax owed to the state of Florida?..... ■ Yes 	 ■ No

6.	 Are you 18 years or older?............................ ■ Yes 	 ■ No

Secondhand dealers and mail-in secondhand dealers 
must answer Questions 7 and 8.  Secondary metals 
recyclers should skip to Question 9.

7.	 Within the preceding 10 years, have you or other owners, 
officers, partners, directors or stockholders with a 
controlling interest been convicted of, or entered into a 
plea of guilty or nolo contendere to, a crime committed 
against the laws of this state or any other state or of the 
United States involving theft, larceny, dealing in stolen 
property, receiving stolen property, burglary, embezzlement, 
obtaining property by false pretenses, possession of 
altered property, any felony drug offense, any violation of s. 
812.015, F.S., or any fraudulent or dishonest dealing?	
..................................................................... ■ Yes 	 ■ No

8.	 Have you ever had a final judgment entered against you 
in civil action upon grounds of fraud, embezzlement, 
misrepresentation, or deceit?........................ ■ Yes 	 ■ No

Secondary metals recyclers must answer Question 9.

9.	 Within the preceding 24 months, have you or other 
owners, officers, partners, directors or stockholders with 
a controlling interest been convicted of, or entered a plea 
of guilty or nolo contendere to, a felony committed against 
the laws of the state or of the United States involving theft, 
larceny, dealing in stolen property, receiving stolen property, 
burglary, embezzlement, obtaining property by false 
pretenses, possession of altered property, or any felony 
drug offense or of knowingly or intentionally violating the 
laws of the state?.......................................... ■ Yes 	 ■ No

Applicant Signature — This application cannot be processed if not signed by an owner, officer, partner, director or stockholder with 
a controlling interest.

Under the penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read this application and that the facts stated in it are true. [sections 92.525(2), 
538.09, 538.25, 538.32, and 837.06, F.S.]

___________________________________________________________________________	 ____________________________________	 _________________
Signature of Applicant	 Title	 Date



Secondhand Dealers and/or Secondary Metals Recyclers
Fingerprint Card Instructions

Secondhand dealers, mail-in secondhand dealers, and 
secondary metals recyclers registering with the Department 
of Revenue must use FBI fingerprint cards (provided by 
the Department) and have them completed by a law 
enforcement officer.  Each applicant must complete all 
fingerprint card information before it can be processed.

If you did not receive FBI fingerprint card from the 
Department of Revenue, or you need additional cards, 
you can order them from our Internet site.  Go to 
www.myflorida.com/dor to order GT-200406 (FBI 
Fingerprint cards).  Fingerprint cards are typically delivered 
within seven to ten business days.

Florida law requires secondhand dealers, mail-in 
secondhand dealers, and secondary metals recyclers 
to complete background investigations as part of 
the registration process; including corporations, sole 
proprietorships, partnerships, joint ventures, and any other 
type of business entity.

Each officer, owner, and partner must provide one 
completed fingerprint card and one full-face photograph 
(for example, a photocopy of a current state-issued driver’s 
license).  Each director with the ability to control the 
business and stockholder with a controlling interest must 
also provide one completed fingerprint card and one full-
face photograph.

A director with no ability to control the company may 
submit a letter signed by an active principal corporate 
officer (president, vice-president, secretary, or treasurer) 
attesting that the director in question is not required to 
submit to a background investigation because he or she is 
not an owner of any interest, financial or otherwise.

Note:  You do not need to submit fingerprint cards 
for employees with no controlling interest, financial or 
otherwise.

Send completed fingerprint cards, full-face photographs 
(for example, photocopies of current state-issued driver’s 
licenses), and appropriate fees, along with completed 
Registration Application for Secondhand Dealers and/or 
Secondary Metals Recyclers (DR-1S) forms to:

Account Management – Secondhand Dealer Unit

	 Florida Department of Revenue
	 P.O. Box 6480
	 Tallahassee, FL 32314-6480

Instructions for fingerprint card:

1.	 Type or print all information in black ink.

2.	 Print or type your last name, first name, and 
middle name.

3.	 Signature of Person Fingerprinted: Sign the card.

4.	 Residence of Person Fingerprinted: Write your 
home address (street address, city, state, ZIP).

5.	 Date and Signature of Official Taking Fingerprints: 
The law enforcement official taking the fingerprints 
must sign and date the fingerprint card.

6.	 Employer and Address: Write your business 
address (street address, city, state, ZIP).

7.	 Reason Fingerprinted: This section is necessary 
for processing and is completed by the 
Department of Revenue (“Secondary Metals 
Recycler, Secondhand Dealer, Fuel License”).  
If this section is blank, you must get an FBI 
fingerprint card from the Department.

8.	 Aliases (AKA): Write any aliases you use in place of 
your legal name.

9.	 ORI: This section is necessary for processing and 
includes “REVENUE – ACC MGMT.” If this section 
is blank, you must get an FBI  fingerprint card from 
the Department.

10.	 Date of Birth (DOB): Write the month, day and year 
of your birth (MM/DD/YYYY).

11.	 Citizenship (CTZ): Write the country of your 
citizenship.

12.	 Sex, Race, Hgt, Wgt, Eyes, Hair: Complete these 
sections for sex, race, height, weight, eye color, 
and hair color.

13.	 Place of Birth (POB): Write the state (or country) 
where you were born.

14.	 Your No. (OCA), FBI No. (FBI), and Armed Forces 
No. (MNU): Do not write in these spaces – leave 
blank.

15.	 Social Security No. (SOC): Write your social 
security number.*

16.	 Miscellaneous No. (MNU): Do not write in this 
space – leave blank.

If you have questions, please call 800-352-3671. Persons 
with hearing or speech impairments may call our TDD at 
800-367-8331 or 850-922-1115.

GT-200403
R. 07/09

Rule 12A-17.005
Florida Administrative Code

Effective 01/10

*Social security numbers (SSNs) are used by the Florida Department of Revenue as unique identifiers for the administration of Florida’s 
taxes.  SSNs obtained for tax administration purposes are confidential under sections 213.053 and 119.071, Florida Statutes, and 
not subject to disclosure as public records.  Collection of your SSN is authorized under state and federal law.  Visit our Internet site at 
www.myflorida.com/dor and select “Privacy Notice” for more information regarding the state and federal law governing the collection, use, 
or release of SSNs, including authorized exceptions.
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538.16(1) Any personal property pawned with a pawnbroker, whether the pawn is a loan of money or a buy-sell agreement, is subject 
to sale or disposal if the pawn is a loan of money and the property has not been redeemed or there has been no payment on account 
made for a period of 90 days, or if the pawn is a buy-sell agreement and the property has not been repurchased from the pawnbroker 
or there has been no payment made on account within 60 days.

	T he seller or designated purchaser may repurchase the above described for the original purchase price plus storage and handling 
charges and applicable taxes, if the seller exercises the option on or before the time period agreed from the above date. This paper must 
be presented at the time of repurchase. Buyer is not responsible for loss or damage. All renewals and repurchases must be in cash. I 
understand that all items not repurchased or renewed within the established time period below will be sold without notices being sent.

Designated Purchaser	R epurchase Price	I nitials of
		C  ustomer

_____________________________	 1-30 day $ ______________ 31-60 day $ _______________  _____ day $ ____________	 _________

	I n consideration of the sum listed below, paid in hand and receipt acknowledged by seller, said seller does herein sell, transfer 
and assign all of his rights, title and interest in the above described property to the dealer.

TOTAL PAID _____________________________________________________________	I nitials of Seller _____________________________

I verify that I am eighteen years or older, and I am the rightful owner of the above described property which is being sold or pledged, or 
that I am entitled to sell or pledge such goods, and that the property is clear of all liens and encumbrances, including liens for past due 
child support. If proven otherwise, I promise full restitution, and understand that I will be criminally prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

Dealer’s Representative	 Person Receiving Property	 Seller’s Signature

_____________________________________    ___________________________   _________________________________________________

Total
Paid
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Effective July 1, 1993

C
o

d
e

s

Fi
r

e
a

r
m

Type

H.	Handgun
R.	Rifle
S.	 Shotgun
A.	A irgun
B.	B lack Powder

Action

R.	R evolver
S.	 Semi-Auto
B.	B olt Action
L.	L ever
P.	 Pump
S.	 Single Shot

Finish

C.	Chrome/Nickel
B.	B lue Steel
S.	 Stainless Steel
X.	O ther

Je
w

e
lr

y
Type

R.	R ing
W.	Watch
N.	Necklace
B.	B racelet
P.	 Pendant/Charm
E.	E arrings
C.	Chain
L.	C uff links
X.	O ther

Metal

Y.	Y ellow Gold
W.	White Gold
S.	 Sterling Silver
P.	 Platinum
T.	T ri-Color
X.	O ther

Gender

M.	Men’s
W.	Women’s
N.	Not Applicable

Style

S.	 Serpentine
H.	Herringbone
R.	R ope
B.	B ox Link
F.	F igaro
A.	C ameo
C.	Class/School
P.	B and
O.	Solitaire
N.	Nugget
D.	C luster
M.	Monogram
X.	O ther

Stone Shape

O.	Oval
R.	R ound
P.	 Pear
E.	E merald
M.	Marquise
H.	Heart
X.	O ther

Stone Color

C.	Clear
G.	Green
A.	A mber
P.	 Purple
B.	B lue
R.	R ed/Pink
Y.	Y ellow
K.	B lack
O.	Brown
W.	White

Barrel

1.	 Single
2.	D ouble
3.	O ver/Under
4.	O ther
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Name (Last) (First) (Middle) Date of Birth Sex (M/F) Race W.	White
B. Black
I. American Indian
A. Asian/Oriental

Residential Address (Street, Apt. No., City, State & Zip) Home Phone (Area Code & Number)

(  )  – 

Place of Employment Business Phone (Area Code & Number)

(  )  – 

DL # / Official Photo ID # Type Agency/State HGT. WGT. Eyes Hair Identifying Marks

Dealer Name & Address
Date Control #

DEPT. #___________________________________

	   AM
Time _______________________  PM

Delivery/
Pick-up Date ____________________________

Type of Transaction

 Purchase    Buy-Sell    Loan    Consignment    trade

SAMPLE Secondhand Dealer’s Property Form - Provided as a courtesy
CONTACT A PROPERTY INVESTIGATOR IN YOUR LOCAL POLICE OR SHERIFF DEPARTMENT TO GET THE CORRECT FORM FOR YOUR AREA

GT-200404, R. 07/08



          
                             Signature of Individual Delivering Regulated Metal                                     Date 

HEIGHT               WEIGHT          EYE COLOR            HAIR COLOR              IDENTIFYING MARKS (SCARS / MARKS / TATOOS)

TRANSACTION INFORMATION
Person Entering Ticket:

RE: Regulated Metals, Chapter 538, Part II, Florida Statutes  [This form must be retained for 5 years from the date of the transaction]

RECYCLER NAME & STREET ADDRESS

AM

PMTIME

DATE OF BIRTH SEX (M/F) W. WHITE
B.  BLACK
I.   AMERICAN INDIAN
A.  ASIAN/ORIENTAL

RACE

HOME PHONE (Area Code & Number)

EMPLOYER PHONE (Area Code & Number)

IN
D

IV
ID

U
AL

 D
EL

IV
ER

IN
G

 M
ET

AL
(E

xe
m

pt
io

ns
 m

ay
 a

pp
ly 

pu
rs

ua
nt

 to
 s

. 5
38

.1
9(

20
08

) F
.S

.) 

TOTAL PAID $

   
Right Thumb Print

of Seller / Individual delivering metal

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2008  (FDLE ver.8-2008)

Date

VEHICLE USED TO TRANSPORT DESCRIBED METAL: 
MAKE     MODEL     TAG#

MODEL / MANUFACTURER / SERIAL #

TYPE OF METAL: QUANTITY or WEIGHT or VOLUME

FORM OF PAYMENT: AMOUNT PAIDCASH 
CHECK 
OTHER

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION

$

R
E

G
U

LA
T

E
D

 
M

E
TA

L 
#1

 
D

E
S

C
R

IP
T

IO
N

 

NAME (Last, First, Middle)

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS (STREET, APT. NO., CITY, STATE & ZIP)

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT and ADDRESS

DL # / GOVERNMENT ISSUED PHOTO ID #              TYPE          ISSUING AGENCY or STATE  
           

FLORIDA SECONDARY METALS RECYCLER PURCHASE TRANSACTION FORM

MODEL / MANUFACTURER / SERIAL #

TYPE OF METAL: QUANTITY or WEIGHT or VOLUME

FORM OF PAYMENT: AMOUNT PAIDCASH 
CHECK 
OTHER

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION

$

R
E

G
U

LA
T

E
D

 
M

E
TA

L 
#2

 
D

E
S

C
R

IP
T

IO
N

 

MODEL / MANUFACTURER / SERIAL #

TYPE OF METAL: QUANTITY or WEIGHT or VOLUME

FORM OF PAYMENT: AMOUNT PAIDCASH 
CHECK 
OTHER

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION

$

R
E

G
U

LA
T

E
D

 
M

E
TA

L 
#3

 
D

E
S

C
R

IP
T

IO
N

 

TRAILER USED TO TRANSPORT DESCRIBED METAL: 
MAKE     MODEL     TAG#

( _)

( _)

Florida law requires the secondary metals recycler to maintain a photograph / videotape / digital image of the regulated metals being 
sold.   s. 538.19(2)(i), F.S. (2008).  Completed?
 
Florida law requires the secondary metals recycler to maintain a photograph / videotape / or similair likeness of  the person receving 
consideration in which such persons facial features are clearly visible.  s. 538.19(2)(j), F.S. (2008).  Completed?
  
Florida law requires that if this purchase involves a stainless steel beer keg, the seller must provide written documentation from the                          
manufacturer that the seller is the owner of the stainless steel beer keg or is an employee or agent of the manufacturer.  s.538.19(2)
(f), F.S. (2008).  Did the seller provide this documentation?  YES  NO 

YES  NO 

I am the rightful owner of, or entitled to sell the regulated metals property being sold:

Note: Florida Statute 538.23(3) states: “Any person who knowingly gives false verification of ownership or who gives a false or altered identification and who 
receives money or other consideration from a secondary metals recycler in return for regulated metals property commits (a) a felony of the third degree, punish-
able as provided in s. 775.082, s.775.083, or s. 775.084, if the value of the money or other consideration received is less than $300.  (b) a felony of the second 
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084, if the value of the money or other consideration received is $300 or more.” 

         MONTH                 DAY                                         YEAR

R
EC

YC
LE

R

YES  NO 

Sample Form - Provided as a courtesy by the Department of Revenue

GT-200407 R. 08/08



Secondhand Dealers and Secondary GT-800036 
R. 07/09 

Metals Recyclers 
Requirements for Registering with the  

Department of Revenue  
and 

Collecting Sales and Use Tax  
 

Definitions 

Secondhand dealer – Any person, corporation, or other business organization which is not a 
secondary metals recycler that is in the business of purchasing, consigning, or trading 
secondhand goods at a fixed location is a secondhand dealer. 

Secondhand goods – Any property previously owned or used, but does not include: 
• Books 

• Clothing 

• Coins 

• Costume Jewelry 

• Motor Vehicles 

• Office Furniture 

• Organs and Pianos 

• Secondhand sports equipment (excluding golf clubs) that is not permanently labeled with a 
serial number. 

• Cardio and strength training or conditioning equipment designed primarily for indoor use. 

If you purchase, consign, or trade any previously owned or used items other than those listed 
above, you may be required to register as a secondhand dealer.   

Mail-in Secondhand Dealers – Any person or entity that conducts business within Florida and 
contracts with other persons or entities to buy precious metals (items that contain gold, silver, or 
platinum, or any combination thereof) or jewelry through an Internet website, the United States 
Postal Service, or telemarketing. 

Secondary metals recycler – Any person, corporation, or other business organization, operating 
at a fixed location or otherwise, that gathers or obtains ferrous or nonferrous metals that are 
converted into raw material products. 

• Ferrous metal – Metal containing significant quantities of iron or steel. 

• Nonferrous metal – Metal not containing significant quantities of iron or steel. 

Pawnbroker – Any person engaged in the business of making pawns; that makes a public display 
with the words “pawn,” “pawnbroker,” “pawnshop,” or any variation; or who displays a sign or 
symbol identified with pawns. See Chapter 539, Florida Statutes (F.S.). 
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Exempt Businesses and Transactions  

The following types of businesses and transactions are exempt from Chapter 538, F.S. registration 
requirements: 

Secondhand Dealers 

• Governments and nonprofit organizations that hold a valid Florida Consumer’s Certificate of 
Exemption (Form DR-14). 

• Internet sales and sales by businesses that primarily buy, sell, or trade motion picture videos 
and video games (provided they meet certain conditions specified under Chapter 538, F.S.). 

• Any auction business defined in section 468.382(1), F.S. 

• Pawnbrokers. 

Mail-in Secondhand Dealers 

• Any person or entity that is available to the public for walk-in business and is regulated under 
Chapter 538, Part I, F.S. (should be registered as a secondhand dealer). 

Secondary Metals Recycler 

• Charitable, religious, civic, patriotic, social, or school-sponsored organization or association or 
any non-profits vendor. 

• Vendors that generate regulated materials in the ordinary course of business. 
Note: See sections 538.03, 538.22, and 538.31, F.S., for the complete list of exempt businesses 
and transactions. 

What Registrations are Required? 

All secondhand dealers, mail-in secondhand dealers, and secondary metals recyclers must 
complete two registration applications in order to conduct business in Florida: 

• Registration Application for Secondhand Dealers and/or Secondary Metals  
Recyclers (DR-1S). 
 

• Application to Collect and/or Report Tax in Florida (online or paper Form DR-1). 
 

A pawnbroker must:  

• First register with the Florida Department of Revenue as a sales and use tax dealer. 

• After receiving a sales and use tax certificate number from the Department of Revenue, 
contact the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to obtain the forms for 
a Pawnbroker’s License, which will cover the secondhand selling of goods.  Go to the 
Department of Agriculture’s Internet site at www.800helpfla.com or call 800-435-7352. 

Note: Pawnbrokers are not required to complete Department of Revenue Form DR-1S. 

How to Register 

Step 1 - A business that applies for registration as a secondhand dealer, mail-in secondhand 
dealer, or secondary metals recycler must go through a background investigation.  This includes 
corporations, sole proprietorships, joint ventures, associations, and any other type of business 
entity.  A completed FBI fingerprint card provided by the Department of Revenue, a full-face 
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photograph, and a processing fee for each owner, officer, director, or stockholder with a controlling 
interest must be submitted to us along with Form DR-1S.  

To order a registration package (GT-200405), go to www.myflorida.com/dor.  The registration 
package is listed under Form Number GT-200405.  The registration package (Secondhand 
Dlr/Second. Metals) includes one Form DR-1S, three FBI fingerprint cards, and other information.  
If you need more fingerprint cards, select Form Number GT-200406 [FBI Fingerprint Cards only 
(pkg of 3)].  Typically, orders are delivered within seven to ten business days.  If you do not have 
Internet access, call Taxpayer Services. 

A separate DR-1S application must be completed for each business location.  The registration fee 
is $6 for each location owned by the same owner or legal entity. You must renew your registration 
by October 1 of each year; the fee is $6. 

Step 2 - You can register to collect and/or report sales and use tax using our Internet site.  The site 
will guide you through an application interview that will help you determine your tax obligations.  
Online registration is free.  If you do not have Internet access, you can complete a paper 
Application to Collect and/or Report Tax in Florida (DR-1) and pay a $5 processing fee.  Form  
DR-1 is available for download on our Internet site. 

Registration Reports for Local Law Enforcement 

Local law enforcement may ask the Department to send a list of registered secondhand dealers, 
mail-in secondhand dealers, and secondary metals recyclers in your jurisdiction by calling  
850-488-4772. 

Local Law Enforcement 

Local law enforcement (primarily sheriff and police investigators) is responsible for enforcing 
secondhand dealer, mail-in secondhand dealer, and secondary metals recycler compliance with 
registration, holding period, inspection, and recordkeeping requirements (Chapter 538, F.S.).   

Penalties 

Any secondhand dealer who violates any provision of Chapter 538 commits a first-degree 
misdemeanor, punishable as provided in section 775.082, F.S., and a fine of up to $10,000 
(section 538.07, F.S.).  

Any mail-in secondhand dealer who operates a business without first registering with the 
Department commits a third-degree felony for each transaction (section 538.36, F.S.). 

Any secondary metals recycler who operates a business without first registering with the 
Department commits a third-degree felony (section 538.23, F.S.). 

What is Subject to Sales and Use Tax? 

Retail sales of secondhand goods and secondary metals are subject to Florida’s sales and use tax, 
as well as any discretionary sales surtax (county tax).  The Florida sales tax rate is six percent 
(6%); see the Discretionary Sales Surtax Information rate chart (Form DR-15DSS) for a list of 
counties and their local sales tax rates.  You must collect the tax from the purchaser at the time of 
sale.  Tax must be separately stated on your sales invoice or any other evidence of sale. 

How to File and Pay Sales and Use Tax  

We encourage you to use our Internet site to file and pay sales and use tax, or you may buy 
software from a Department-approved vendor.  You must complete an online 
Enrollment/Authorization to file and pay tax returns electronically.  To enroll, go to the 
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Department’s Internet site.  Your user information will generally be provided immediately after you 
successfully enroll.  If you choose to file paper sales and use tax returns and pay tax by check or 
money order, we will mail personalized forms to you after you register. 

Reference Material 

Tax Laws - Our online Tax Law Library contains statutes, rules, legislative changes, opinions, 
court cases, and publications.  Search the law library for Chapter 538, F.S. information under “All 
Taxes” and review Rule 12A-17, Florida Administrative Code. 

For Information and Forms 

Information and forms are available on our Internet site at: www.myflorida.com/dor 
To speak with a Department of Revenue representative, call Taxpayer Services, Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., ET, at 800-352-3671. 

Persons with hearing or speech impairments may call our TDD at 800-367-8331 or 850-922-1115. 

For a written reply to tax questions, write: 

Taxpayer Services 

Florida Department of Revenue 

5050 W Tennessee St Bldg L 

Tallahassee FL 32399-0112 

Get the Latest Tax Information 

Sign up to get e-mail notices automatically when we post: 

• Tax Information Publications (TIPs). 

• Facts on Tax, a quarterly publication. 

• Proposed rules, notices of rule development workshops, and more. 

Sign up at: www.myflorida.com/dor
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Florida Department of Revenue
Tax Information Publication TIP No: 09A01-06

Date Issued:
July 27, 2009

Mail-in Secondhand Precious Metals Dealers and
Other Chapter 538, Florida Statutes, Changes in Law

Chapter 538, Florida Statutes (F.S.), requires the Department of Revenue to register secondhand 
dealers and secondary metals recyclers.  Local law enforcement is responsible for enforcement of 
recordkeeping, holding periods, registration requirements, penalties, and violations.

Effective October 1, 2009, Senate Bill 2700 (Chapter 2009-158, Laws of Florida) (L.O.F.) and 
House Bill 339 (Chapter 2009-162, L. O. F.):

•	 Create Part III of Chapter 538, F.S., relating to mail-in secondhand precious metals dealers.

•	 “Secondhand Goods.”  Section 538.03(1)(f), F.S., defines “secondhand goods” and provides 
a list of items that are exempt from the definition of “secondhand goods.”  Cardio and 
strength training or conditioning equipment designed primarily for indoor use is added to the 
items that are exempt from the definition of “secondhand goods.”

•	 Secondary Metals Recyclers.  Section 538.21, F.S. (Chapter 2009-162, L.O.F.), outlines 
secondary metals recycler holding period and notice requirements.  New subsection (4) is 
created to read, “This section provides a uniform statewide process and preempts municipal 
or county ordinances enacted after December 31, 2008, relating specifically to secondary 
metals recyclers holding such metals.”

Mail-in Secondhand Precious Metals Dealers

Definitions; applicability.  Section 538.31 F.S., provides definitions that are applicable to mail-in 
secondhand precious metals dealers.  This section also exempts from the provisions of Part III any 
person or entity that is available to the public for walk-in business and is registered as a secondhand 
dealer regulated under Part I of Chapter 538, F.S.  An exemption is also provided for the purchase, 
consignment, or trade of secondhand precious metals or jewelry with another mail-in secondhand 
precious metals dealer or secondhand dealer regulated under Part I.

Registration requirements.  Beginning October 1, 2009, section 538.32, F.S., requires any person 
or entity that conducts business in this state and that contracts with other persons or entities to buy 
precious metals or jewelry through an Internet website, the United States mail, or telemarketing to 
register as a “mail-in secondhand precious metals dealer.”  The applicant for a mail-in secondhand 
precious metals dealer registration must comply with the secondhand dealer provisions in 
section 538.09, F.S., in addition to the provisions of section 538.32, F.S.

During August 2009, Department of Revenue secondhand dealers/secondary metals recycler registration 
forms will be revised to include the option to register as a mail-in secondhand precious metals dealer.  
You may order a registration package (GT-200405) at www.myflorida.com/dor.

Registration reports.  Upon request, the Department of Revenue will provide local law enforcement 
officials with the name and address of any mail-in secondhand precious metals dealer, secondhand 
dealer, or secondary metals recycler registered to do business within the officials’ jurisdiction.  Local 
law enforcement officials may request a registration report by calling the Department of Revenue at: 
850-488-4772.



Penalties for not properly registering.  Section 538.36(1), F.S., provides that a person commits a 
felony of the third degree for conducting business as a mail-in secondhand precious metals dealer 
without first registering with the Department of Revenue as a mail-in secondhand precious metals 
dealer.  The applicant for a mail-in secondhand precious metals dealer registration is also subject to the 
provisions of part I, section 538.07, F.S., which provides that any secondhand dealer who violates the 
provisions of Chapter 538, F.S., commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in 
section 775.082, F.S., and subject to a fine of up to $10,000.

Law enforcement changes.  The 2009 laws also add definitions, recordkeeping, holding period, 
inspection, and payment requirements as well as specific penalties for certain violations.  For more 
detailed information about law enforcement-related changes, read the chapter law or e-mail the Florida 
Law Enforcement Property Recovery Unit (info@flepru.org).

Go to http://www.flsenate.gov to find of the enrolled bills SB 2700 (Chapter 2009-158, L.O.F.) or 
HB 339 (Chapter 2009-162, L.O.F.).

References:  Chapter 538, Parts I, II, and III, F.S., and Chapters 2009-158 and 2009-162, Laws of Florida

FOR MORE INFORMATION

This document is intended to alert you to the requirements contained in Florida laws and administrative rules.  It does not 
by its own effect create rights or require compliance.

For forms and other information, visit our Internet site at www.myflorida.com/dor or call Taxpayer Services, 8:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m., ET, Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, at 800-352-3671.

Persons with hearing or speech impairments may call our TDD at 800-367-8331 or 850-922-1115.

For a detailed written response to your questions, write the Florida Department of Revenue, Taxpayer Services, 
5050 West Tennessee Street, Building L, Tallahassee, FL  32399-0112.

Want the latest tax information?  Subscribe to our publications online.  
Go to www.myflorida.com/dor/gta.html and click on:

“Subscribe to Our Publications.”
It’s fast, easy, and free.


